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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
Lig^gofCHftilpi^; 

1-144. (canceled) 

145. (original) A fine fiber layer comprising jfiber with a diameter of about 0.1 to 0,5 
microns that after exposure to HOT air and a relative humidity of 100% retains greater than 
50% of tlie fiber unchanged. 

146. (canceled) 

147. (original) The layer of claim 145 wherein the layer retained greater than 80% of the 

fiber. 

148. (original) The layer of claim 145 wherein the layer retained greater than 90% of the 

fiber. 

149. (original) The layer of claim 145 wherein the temperature used is greater than 

160T. 

150. (cuirently amended) The layer of claim 145 wherein the fiber size is 0. 1 to 0.2 
microns . 

151. (original) The layer of claim 145 vi^erein the test period is 1 to 16 hours. 

152. (original) The layer of claim 145 wherein the test period is 1 hour. 

153. (original) The layer of claim 145 wherein the test period is 3 hours 

154. (currently amended) A fine fiber layer comprising fiber with a diameter of about 0.1 
to 0.5 microns that after exposure to 140T air and a relative humidity of 100% retains greater 
than 30% of the fine fiber layer filtration efficiency. 



3 

PA^4firRCVDAT12l3Q0()4 12:06:56 PM [Eastern Standard Tlm^^ 



12/03/2004 11:06 FAX 6123329081 MERCHANT & 60UL0 @005/011 



155. (cuirentiy amended) The layer of claim 154 wherein the layerretains greater than 
50% of the fine fiber filtrati on efficiency . . 

156. (currently amended) The layer of claim 154 wherein the layer retains greater than 
SO Vo of the fine fiber filtraHdn efficiency. 

157. (currently amended) The layer of claim 154 wherein the layer retains greater than 
90% of the fine fiber filtration efficiency. 

158. (original) The layer of claim 154 wherein the temperature used is greater than 

I60*F. 

1 59. (currently amended) The lay^ of claim 154 wherein the fiber size is 0.1 to 0.2 

1 60- (original) The layer of claim 154 wherein the test period is 1 to 16 hours, 

1 61 . (original) The layer of claim 154 wherein the test period is 1 hour. 

162. (original) The layer of claim 154 wherein the test period is 3 hours. 

163. (original) A fine fiber layer comprising fiber with a diameter of about 0.01 to 0.2 
microns that after exposure to 140T air and a relative humidity of 1 00% retains greater than 
50% of the fiber unchanged. 

164. (canceled) 

165. (original) The layer of claim 163 wherein ttie layer retains greater than 80%. 

166. (original) The layer of claim 163 wherein the layer retains greater than 90%. 

167. (original) Thelayerof claim 163 wherein the temperature used is greater than 

160"F. 

168. (currently amended) The layer of claim 163 wherein the fiber size is O.I to 0.2 
microns . 
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169. (original) The layer of claim 163 wherein the test period is 1 to 16 hours. 

170. (original) The layer of claim 163 wherein the test period is 1 hour. 

171. (original) The layer of claim 163 wherein the test period is 3 hours. 

172. (currently amended) A fine fiber layer comprising fiber with a diameter of about 
0,01 to 0.2 microns that after exposure to 140T air and a relative humidity of 100% retains 
greater than 30% of the fine fiber layer filtration efficiency. 

173. (currently amended) Thelayer of claim 172 wherein the layer retains greater than 
50% of the fine fiber filtration efficiency. 

174. (currently amended) The layer of claim 172 wherein the layer retains greater than 
80% of the fine fiber filtration efficiency. 

175. (currently amended) The layer of claim 172 wherein the greater than 90% of the 
fine fiber filtration efRciency. 

1 76. (original) The layer of claim 172 wherein the temperature used is greater than 

177. (currently amended) The layer of claim 172 wherein the fiber size is 0.1 to 0.2 

microns . 

178. (original) The layer of claim 172 wherein the test period is 1 to 16 hours. 

179. (original) The layer of claim 172 wherein the test period is 1 hour. 
180-189. (canceled) 
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